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SPRING FESTIVAL OF DRAWING, 1981 

This is the fifth biennial MPAC Festival of Drawing and already the 
entry of more than 300 works guarantees the collections a further notable 
advance towards developing a major regional representation of 
Australian drawing. Drawings in the collections up to 30 June 1981 
number 215 and include groups of works by many of the country's 
leading artists. most of whom have been most generous in supporting the 
Festival and its ideals. 

It is interesting to note the changes in attitude towards the art of 
drawing since 1973, not only in Australia but throughout the world. From 
having been held in scant regard by advocates of international abstraction 
eight years ago it passed from this period of neglect to become virtually 
·an alternative aesthetic life style·, before its final restoration as basic
generator of the creative impulse in art.

For the impulse that began on the cave walls of Altamira and Lascaux 
more than fifteen thousand years ago has been followed by children. by 
primitives. and by masters ever since. Within the tiny germ of that 
generative urge lies the magic of art. the indefinable something which 
like life itself. can never be explained or replaced. In our remarkable 
times scientists shaping the new, computerised age have had recourse to 
the use of the silicon chip. and in discovering this fundamental source of 
energy control they have focussed attention on primeval origins. By such 
oblique means and for such reasons, drawing has been restored to its 
own. But above and beyond these reflections it lives because it is 
metaphor and understood by all great artists as such. As A.T. Quiller­
Couch once wro1e in a letter, of C.S. Lewis' Dymer, ·He has the gift of 
metaphore too, which Aristotle was cunning enough 10 spol as !he one 
quality of style which canno1 be taught or imparted because ii is genius. 
and its happy owner is born with it'. 

A. McC. 1981



103 THOMAS, David 112 WHISSON, Ken 
MyParems Fairly Vivid Recollectio11s of Sydney 
Charcoal Ink & pencil 
127.5x82.5 50 X 59.5 
$ I 00 S600 

104 THOMAS, David 113 WHISSON, Ken 
Still Life Six Ae roplanes 
Charcoal Ink & pencil 
57 X 76 50x 70 
$75 $600 

105 TOWNSEND, Lillian 114 WHITE, Susan 
Alliso11 Homework 
Charcoal Pen 
76x 56 36 X 27 
Sl20 $300 

106 V ARV ARESSOS, Vicki 115 WHITE, Susan 
Bo11/ebrush Parellfs at School Co11cer1 
Coloured pencil Pen 
76 X 56 26x 24 
$350 S250 

107 VARV ARESSOS, Vicki I 16 WHITEHEAD, Michael 
Iceland Poppies Late Afternoon 
Coloured pencil Pencil 
76x 56 48 X 30.5 
$350 $150 

108 WALL, Edith 117 WHITEHEAD, Michae.1 
Near the Port Inspired Nerves 
Coloured Pencil Pen & ink 
42 x47 32 X 38 
$2S0 $150 

109 WALL, Edith 118 WOOLARD, Ray 
Bait- Boat Hire Objects tu the Left 
Coloured pencil Ink 
44 x56 76x 56 
$300 $175 

110 WALLACE-CRABBE, Robin 119 WOOLARD, Ray 
U11titled Objects to the Right 
Crayon Ink 
76 x56 76 X 56 
$300 $175 

111 WALKER, Rebecca 
Tire Poet 

#
Pencil 
75 x68 
$160 
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